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David Williams is an Edinburgh-based visual artist whose 
work has been widely exhibited and published. Reader in 
Photography at Edinburgh College of Art, he is the recipient 
of a number of awards including the BBC Television 150 
Years of Photography Prize. In the context of his interest in 
non-duality, over recent years he has undertaken a number 
of projects in Japan. 
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Artist’s Statement 
‘… the world in its essence is a reconciliation of opposing forces.’ 
Rabindranath Tagore 
Although familiar with a range of texts in the field of Eastern spirituality and philosophy, prior to compiling this submission 
I had not read anything by Rabindranath Tagore. For some years now my visual arts practice has been concerned with that 
most ineffable of notions – non-duality. In this context I have encountered a variety of deeply inspiring writings which had a 
significant impact on the content and form of my output. 
Reading Tagore for the first time amounted to sheer delight on my part. I concentrated mainly on Sadhana – The Re-
alisation of Life and found strong resonances with the ideas underpinning my practice. Informative, intensely lyrical and 
impressively ‘user friendly’ on complex topics, the text persuaded me to revisit a body of work I completed in 2000 - Still-
ness and Occurrence. 
I think the coupling of apposite quotes from Tagore with the photographic images illuminates the context of my origi-
nal project and indeed affords it a new, expanded lease of life. I found the process both exhilarating and humbling in equal 
measure. 
I have also submitted a related, single-piece project completed very recently. Again the work is paired with Tagore’s 
words and takes the form of a ‘concrete poem’. 
Tagore’s writing clearly evidences the workings of a mind capable of combining established religious thinking with 
developments in philosophy, science, the arts and beyond. In this respect, many of his pronouncements have proved re-
markably prescient and highly relevant to modern day culture. 
As a contemporary artist interested in non-duality I owe an enormous debt to the likes of Tagore and feel privileged to 
have been exposed to his work. 
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All quotes are from Sadhana - The Realisation of Life by Rabindranath Tagore 
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